LORD  OXFORD  WAS SHAKESPEARE
love for litigation, was a somewhat avid creditor
and frequently in court.
We are expected to associate with this environ-
ment and such busy distractions, the composition
of the Sonnets, with their personal revelations, two
long classical poems, and thirty-six plays, A
more probable "Shakespeare5' would seem to be
the scholar, poet, dramatist Earl, living in
seclusion during the last sixteen years of his life,
1588-1604, devoting his time to literature and the
revision of his plays:
But that same gentle spirit from whose pen
Large streams of honie and sweet Nectar growe,
Scorning the boldness of such base-borne men,
Which dare their follies forth so rashly throwe,
Doth rather choose to sit in idle cell,
Than so himself to mockeric to sell
A preceding line,
Our pleasant Willy, Ah, is dead of late,
is identified with Sidney, the above passage with
Oxford.   (Spenser, Team of the Abuses.   1591*)